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dynamic fact. It had not affected what he felt for Olga: the
two worlds were parallel, each self-contained. His hurrying
back was not only because Bentinck had told him to get to
her, but because he wanted her. Was this what Sebastian
had meant when he spoke about women? About finding
release and safety in them? Olga had become a necessity.
To find her, to lose himself in her, to get up from her re-
freshed. My God! he thought, Pm thinking as Sebastian
does. Pm going crazy.
Jan ... the porters . .. Pigmies. .. Masai. The gorilla skin
and skull. How quickly the ants had cleaned the bones...
driver ants ate anything. He had wanted to be the twelfth
grave... tell Channel... about how the poison worked...
that I did not die of fever after ail... Jan was to have his
guns and other possessions... Dump everything... travel
light...